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SUBJECT: School Immunization Reporting Requirements
Dear School Superintendents, Principals, and Nurses,

The Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) met with representatives from the Indiana
Department of Education (IDOE) and the Indiana Association of School Nurses (IASN) to
review current immunization reporting recommendations as required by the Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and to discuss potential revisions to our school immunization
reporting requirements. The outcome of that discussion is summarized below.

Immunization Reporting Requirements:

1. We do not anticipate school immunization reporting requirements changing for the
2009-2010 school year.

2. We do anticipate that the following changes will be implemented for the 2010-2011
school year:

a. Itis the expectation of the ISDH that the Children and Hoosiers Immunization
Registry Program (CHIRP) will be the only application utilized for the
collection of immunization data for reporting to ISDH under Indiana Code 20-
34-4-1.

b. Please keep in mind that Indiana Code requires that each school shall keep
immunization records for every student who enrolls. According to IC 20-34-
4-1(a), “The records must be kept uniformly throughout Indiana according to
procedures prescribed by the state department of health.” Immunization data
will become reportable to the ISDH exclusively through the use of CHIRP.

c. Schools that do not have the capacity to report immunization data
electronically will be exempted on a case-by-case basis. Paper reporting will
be accepted from exempt schools.

3. For questions about the CHIRP and the Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act
(FERPA), please contact your local legal counsel, or IDOE’s Office of Legal Affairs.
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4. A special thank you to school nurses who have completed immunization data entry
into CHIRP for all their students. Please continue to enter your kindergarten and new
students as they enroll provided that the school system is in compliance with FERPA.
For those schools that have begun this process, please continue entering student
immunization data into CHIRP (provided that the school system is in compliance
with FERPA), focusing on grades K and 5 this spring (next year’s 1* and 6" graders),
and adding new kindergarten students after the start of school in the fall.

5. For those who have not yet begun entering immunization data into CHIRP, please call
the CHIRP help desk at (888)227-4439, and we will be happy to get you signed on
and started. Please remember that the school system must be in compliance with
FERPA before the data may be entered into CHIRP by the school nurse.

ISDH looks forward to continued partnerships with IDOE, IASN, and all school nurses and
administrators as we work to provide healthy, safe learning environments for children and
teachers in Indiana schools.

Sincerely,

Joan Duwve, M.D., M.P.H.
Medical Director
Indiana State Department of Health
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