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REMINDER: VFC Vaccine Ordering Procedure 
Starting June 1, 2009, at the request of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), ISHD will enforce the following vaccine ordering procedures: 

1. All orders must be submitted using the most current version of the order form.  The 
current version is a Landscape layout, while the old version is a standard Portrait 
layout.  If you need a current form please fax your request to (317) 233-3719. 

2. All four columns must be completed with actual counts and not rounded.  
(Requested, On Hand, Previous Month Administered and/or Wasted).  If no wasted 
vaccine is reported, please mark the Wasted column “none”. 

3. Providers are requested to only order vaccine from ISDH once a month.  You should 
only order the amount of vaccine that you anticipate using each month, but do not 
allow yourselves to run out (with the exception of Hib).  Please do not stockpile 
vaccine, as this can lead to excessive vaccine expiration or incorrect storage. 

4. When you receive Varicella containing orders, please check the code for the type of 
order.  On the top of the packing slip it will state either CD which is VFC vaccine, or 
MS which is private stock vaccine. 

If you have questions, please contact us at (800) 701-0704 or immunize@isdh.in.gov. 

The Indiana State Department of Health (ISDH) Immunization program has received an 
estimate of the amount of stimulus funding to be awarded by the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC).  States were asked to submit a preference for the 
percentage of the stimulus funding to be put toward vaccine purchase and the 
percentage to be put toward program operations. 

The CDC/NCIRD must spend 75% of the aggregate stimulus non-competitive grant 
funding (approximately $198 million) on vaccine purchase and 25% on operations. 

Indiana elected to put 100% of the stimulus funding, approximately $4.17 million, into 
purchasing Meningococcal and Tdap vaccine.  This decision was based on the pending 
change to school entry requirements that will increase the need for both Meningococcal 
and Tdap vaccines. Vaccine purchases using stimulus funding should begin in May 2009. 

Details on the eligibility requirements and for receiving vaccine purchased through the 
stimulus funding are still under review.  Once the eligibility requirements have been 
finalized, an E-Update will be published. 

For questions regarding the stimulus vaccine purchase, please contact us at (800) 701-
0704 or immunize@isdh.in.gov.  

Stimulus Award Notice Received 

National Immunization Week (NIIW) will be celebrated April 25-May 2, 2009 in 
conjunction with Vaccination Week in the Americas (VWA). The theme for NIIW is “Love 
them. Protect them. Immunize Them.”  Visit the NIIW Events Webpage for planning and 
evaluation resources, public relations materials, and communication campaign materials. 
Add your local activity to the National Calendar of NIIW Events.  

Get Ready for National Infant Immunization Week  
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Returning Flu Vaccine 
ISDH understands that flu 
vaccine is taking up room in 
your fridges, however please 
do not send flu back to 
McKesson until it expires. 

Varicella Shipping 
Change 
There is a new procedure for 
varicella shipping.  If you order 
more than 10 doses of 
varicella  at any time your 
order will be split in half.  This 
is a billing decision on the part 
of the state.  You will receive 
one half as usual followed a 
week or so later by the other 
half. 

Delegation Of Authority 
Update 
We now have 57 Indiana 
counties with signed DOA to 
vaccinate underinsured 
children!  Thank you to the 
LHDs, RHCs, and FQHCs who 
have allowed us to expand 
coverage to our underinsured 
children.   

If you are a LHD without DOA 
and you would like more 
information, please call your 
ISDH representative, or Joan 
Duwve at (317) 233-7164.   

2009 Public Health Nurse 
Conference  
May 28, 2009; 1pm to 4pm 
(Optional workshops and open forum) 
May 29, 2009; 9am to 4pm 
IUPUI Campus Center, 
Indianapolis, IN 
Sessions include: 
 Keynote by Dr. Judy Monroe 

on Public Health Workforce 
and Accreditation  

 ISDH/LHD PHN orientation 
 SharePoint training 
 Integrating Preparedness into 

Public Health  
 Understanding the new 

Communicable Disease Rule 
 Injury Prevention 
Registration is Free, but pre-
registration will be required. 
For more information, contact 
Jessica Trimble at (317) 234-
6623 or jtrimble@isdh.in.gov. 

Thimerosal: What You Should Know 
Portion is an excerpt from the Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia (CHOP) Thimerosal: What you 
Should Know. The full article can be downloaded at http://www.chop.edu/vaccine/images/vec_thimerosal.pdf. 

All Mercury Isn’t the Same: Methylmercury vs. Ethylmercury 
Mercury is a naturally occurring element found in the earth’s crust, air, soil and water. 
Since the earth’s formation, volcanic eruptions, weathering of rocks and burning of 
coal have caused mercury to be released into the environment. Once released, certain 
types of bacteria in the environment can change mercury to methylmercury. 
Methylmercury makes its way through the food chain in fish, animals and humans. At 
high levels, it can be toxic to people. 

Thimerosal — a preservative still used in the influenza vaccine — contains a different 
form of mercury called ethylmercury. Studies comparing ethylmercury and 
methylmercury suggest that they are processed differently in the human body. 
Ethylmercury is broken down and excreted much more rapidly than methylmercury. 
Therefore, ethylmercury (the type of mercury in the influenza vaccine) is much less 
likely than methylmercury (the type of mercury in the environment) to accumulate in 
the body and cause harm. 

Evidence that mercury doesn’t cause autism 
 In 1971, Iraq imported grain that had been fumigated with methylmercury. Farmers ate 

bread made from this grain. The result was one of the worst single-source mercury 
poisonings in history. Methylmercury in the grain caused the hospitalization of 6,500 
Iraqis and killed 450. Pregnant women also ate the bread and delivered babies with 
epilepsy and mental retardation. But they didn’t deliver babies with an increased risk of 
autism. 

 Four large studies have now compared the risk of autism in children who received 
vaccines containing thimerosal to those who received vaccines without thimerosal. The 
studies were consistent, clear and reproducible — the incidence of autism was the same 
in both groups. Denmark, a country that abandoned thimerosal as a preservative in 
1991, actually saw an increase in autism beginning several years later. 

 Studies of the head size, speech patterns, vision, coordination and sensation of children 
poisoned by mercury show that the symptoms of mercury poisoning are clearly different 
from the symptoms of autism. 

 Methylmercury is found in low levels in water, infant formula and breast milk. Although it 
is clear that large quantities of mercury can damage the nervous system, there is no 
evidence that the small quantities contained in water, infant formula and breast milk do. 
An infant who is exclusively breast-fed will ingest more than twice the quantity of mercury 
that was ever contained in vaccines and 15 times the quantity of mercury contained in 
the influenza vaccine. 

Trace amounts of thimerosal vs. Preservative-free or Thimerosal-free 
Thimerosal can be used in the vaccine as a preservative to inhibit bacterial or fungal 
growth, such as in multi-dose vials.  It may also be used in the manufacturing process 
while making the vaccine and trace amounts remain in the finished product.  According 
to the FDA, “Such trace amounts are not felt to be clinically significant, nor would they 
result in exposure exceeding any federal guideline for mercury exposure.”   

Preservative-free means the vaccine does not contain any preservatives, but traces of 
thimerosal from the manufacturing process may be present in the vaccine.  
Thimerosal-free means no thimerosal can be measured or detected in the vaccine. A 
table that lists the amount of thimerosal in current vaccines can be located at  
http://www.vaccinesafety.edu/thi-table.htm.   

Did you Know 
Many routinely recommended childhood vaccines never contained thimerosal: 
measles/mumps/rubella (MMR), polio (IPV), varicella/chicken pox, pneumococcal 
conjugate (PCV). Some of the Haemophilus influenzae type b (Hib) and 
diphtheria/tetanus/pertussis (DTaP) vaccines never have used thimerosal as a 
preservative.   

More information can be found at http://www.immunize.org/thimerosal/experts.asp 
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Upcoming Events 
April 28, 2009 
8:30am - 3:00pm (EST) 
Immunizations from A to Z PLUS 
Scott Memorial Hospital, 
Scottsburg, IN 47170 
Click here for registration form. 
 
May 1, 2009 
8:30am - 12:30pm (EST) 
Immunizations from A to Z  
Randolph County Health 
Department, Winchester, IN 
Click here for registration form. 
 
May 7, 2009 
8:30am - 12:30pm (EST) 
Immunizations from A to Z 
Hendricks County Government 
Center, Danville, IN 
Click here for registration form. 
 
May 8, 2009  
9:30am - 11:30am  
CHIRP User Group Meeting 
 
1:30pm - 3:00pm  
Introduction to CHIRP Training 
Porter Health, Patio Room, Ground 
Floor, 814 Laporte Ave, 
Valparaiso, IN 46383 
 
May 12, 2009 
8:30am - 3:30pm (EST) 
Immunizations from A to Z PLUS 
Wayne County Health Department, 
Richmond, IN 
Click here for registration form. 
 
May 13, 2009 
8:30am - 2:00pm (CST) 
Immunizations from A to Z PLUS 
LaPorte County Building, LaPorte, 
IN 
Click here for registration form. 
 
March 19, 2009 
12:00pm - 3:00pm (EST) 
IIC Meeting 
Rice Auditorium, ISDH 

Vaccine Storage & Handling Toolkit: 
Vaccine Storage and Handling Plans 
General Recommendations 
All healthcare providers who administer vaccines should evaluate their cold 
chain procedures to ensure that vaccine storage and handling guidelines are 
being followed. Each office should develop and adhere to a detailed written 
Routine Vaccine Storage and Handling Plan. This plan should include all 
aspects of routine vaccine management, from ordering vaccines and 
controlling inventory to storing vaccines and monitoring storage conditions. A 
written plan will help vaccine providers stay organized and will provide quality 
assurance of proper vaccine management. 

In addition, each office should have a detailed written Emergency Vaccine 
Retrieval and Storage Plan in the event of refrigerator or freezer malfunctions, 
power failures, natural disasters, or other emergencies that might compromise 
appropriate vaccine storage conditions. Establishing a set of written plans for 
both daily and emergency situations helps assure the continued viability of 
vaccines. These plans should be easily accessible to staff and should be kept 
near the vaccine storage unit(s). 

Routine Vaccine Storage and Handling Plan  
The information below is provided as a guideline for developing a Routine 
Vaccine Storage and Handling Plan for the protection and maintenance of your 
vaccine supply. Whenever there is a question about the integrity of the 
vaccine, follow your state health department immunization program policy and 
contact either the manufacturer’s quality control office or the immunization 
program for guidance. 

Each Routine Vaccine Storage and Handling Plan should include the following 
information: 
 Up-to-date contact information 

 For the primary and backup vaccine coordinators who are responsible for routine 
vaccine storage and handling 

 For the state or local health department immunization program  
 For the manufacturers of the vaccines in your inventory 
 For the refrigerator and freezer maintenance and repair company(s) 
 For the vaccine storage unit alarm company (if applicable) 
 For the sources of packing materials and certified calibrated thermometers 

 Descriptions of the roles and responsibilities of the primary and backup 
vaccine coordinators Summaries of the storage requirements for each 
vaccine and diluents in your inventory Protocols for vaccine storage unit 
temperature monitoring  

 Protocols for vaccine storage equipment maintenance  
 Protocols for the correct placement of vaccine within storage units  
 Protocols for responding to vaccine storage and handling problems  
 Protocols for vaccine inventory management  
 Protocols for transporting and receiving vaccine shipments  
 Policies for preparing vaccine for administration  
 Protocols for proper disposal of vaccines and supplies  
 Samples of the forms used in your vaccination program (e.g., temperature 

logs, stock records, tally sheets) 

Keep your Routine Vaccine Storage and Handling Plan in a prominent and 
easily accessible location near the vaccine storage units. Also establish a 
checklist of procedures and post it on all vaccine storage units.  All staff 
members who administer or handle vaccines in any way should be familiar 
with the Routine Vaccine Storage and Handling Plan. 
Excerpt from the CDC Vaccine Storage & Handling Toolkit.  Full S&H Toolkit can be downloaded at 
http://www2a.cdc.gov/vaccines/ed/shtoolkit/pages/SH_plans.htm 
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